A PROPITIOUS DISSENSION

then reposing upon the eoueh of the inner chamber
he took up one of Ghou-lm's pipes and awaited
Tsae-che's return.

" It is unendurable that they of the silk market
should be so ill-equipped," remarked Tsae-che dis-
contentedly as she entered. "This pitiable one
has worn away the heels of her sandals in a vain
endeavour to procure a suitable embroidery, and
has turned over the contents of every stall to no
material end. How have the events of the day
progressed with you, my lord?"

uTo the fulfilling of the written destiny. Yet
in a measure darkly, for a light has gone out,15
' replied Yuen Yan,

"There was no unanticipated divergence?" in-
quired the woman with interest and a marked
approval of this delicate way of expressing the
operation of an unpleasant necessity.

"From detail to detail it was as this person
desired and contrived," said Yan.

" And, of a surety, this one also ?" claimed
Tsae-che, with an internal emotion that some-
tjiing was insidiously changed in which she had
no adequate part.

4'The language may be fully expressed in six
styles of writing, but who shall read the mind of
a woman ? " replied Yan evasively, " Nevertheless,
in explicit words, the overhanging shadow has
departed and the future is assured."

"It is well.5* said Tsae-che. "Yet how altered
is your voice, and for what reason do you hold a
cloth before your mouth?"

"The staff broke and a splinter flying upwards
pierced my lips," replied Yan3 lowering the cloth.
"You speak truly, for the pain attending each
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